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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) wliicli fonns tlie basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 20 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Utsugi et al. (hereinafter Utsugi) (US 
2002/0099588) in view of Reichwein et al. (hereinafter Reichwein) (US 
2002/0040328), and further in view of Williams et al. (hereinafter Williams) 
(US 2003/0055812). 

Claim 1. Utsugi teaches an order in/out processing system comprising: 

a first server configured to generate an application Interface on a customer 
client in communication with said first server through a first networl< and to 
receive a first completed application for manufacture of a first part of a vehicle 
from said customer through said customer client using said application interface 
([0030], WAN Is a network of computers that covers a large geographical 
distance, thus indicating use of servers), and a third set of information regarding 
a second part of said vehicle functionally interrelated with said first part of said 
vehicle [0135]. 

IHowever, Utsugi does not teach said first completed application having 
Information including a first set of infomnatlon regarding operating conditions of 
said vehicle; and 

a second set of information defining specifications for said first part. 
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Reichwein teaches an interactive system for receiving infomriation 
regarding a customer, automobile and processing of tlie Information to generate 
parts orders for the customer including infomriation about operating conditions of 
said vehicle [0130]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Utsugi to include infonmation regarding operating 
conditions of a vehicle, as disclosed in Reichwein, because it would help In 
defining the operating parameters of the equipment and allow a service 
technician to duplicate the symptoms as well as the operating conditions that 
caused the symptom to aid in the repair [0130]. 

Williams teaches a vehicle parts monitoring system including defining 
specification for the part [0032], [0092]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the combination of Utsugi and Reichwein 
teachings to include information defining specifications for said first part, as 
disclosed in Williams, because information about the parts specification would 
allow to quickly cross reference between parts thereby helping the user to 
accurately access infomriation about authentic parts [0010]. 

Claim 2. Utsugi teaches said system further comprising: a second server 
in communication with said first server over one of said first network and a 
second network; and, a database that stores said information, said database 
accessible by said second server [0045]. 

Claim 4. Utsugi teaches said system further comprising a data structure 
that associates said first completed application with an approval agent, said first 
server further configured to access said data structure and transmit an 
application notification to said approval agent upon receipt of said completed 
application [0030]. 
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Claim 6. Williams further teaches said system wherein said application 
notification includes an electronic link to said first completed application [0092]. 

Claim 7. Reichwein further teaches said system wherein said first server 
is further configured to transmit an approval notification to said customer client if 
said infomriatlon In said first completed application meets predetermined 
conditions and to transmit an application notification to an approval agent if said 
information in said first completed application does not meet said predetemiined 
conditions [0078]. 

Claim 29. Utsugi teaches said system further comprising a manufacturer 
client in communication with said first server over one of said first network and a 
second network [0030]. 

Claim 20. Reichwein further teaches said system wherein said vehicle 
part is one of a steer axle, a drive axle, a trailer axle and a brake [0087]. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
the combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings, as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further In view of Giles (US 2005/0138216). 

Claim 3. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 3 except said second network comprises an 
intranet. 

Giles teaches a system for affiliate utilization of online trading platform 
wherein said second network comprises an intranet [0033]. 

The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Giles would 
be to restrict access to unauthorized users through requiring users to provide 
authentication credentials thereby providing a secure system for the users 

[0033]. 

Claim 10-16 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams 
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teachings, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Shields et al. 
(hereinafter Shields) (US 2004/0030614). 

Claim 10. The combination of Utsugi, Reicliwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 10 except said application interface includes a 
plurality of tabs having identifiers, each tab of said plurality of tabs corresponding 
to a category of requested information from among a plurality of categories of 
requested information regarding said first part of said vehicle, said plurality of 
tabs displayed simultaneously by said customer client together with one category 
of requested information from said plurality of categories of requested 
information, said one category of requested information selected responsive to a 
selection of one of said plurality of tabs by said customer through said customer 
client. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including said application interface includes a plurality of tabs having identifiers, 
each tab of said plurality of tabs corresponding to a category of requested 
information from among a plurality of categories of requested information 
regarding said first part of said vehicle, said plurality of tabs displayed 
simultaneously by said customer client together with one category of requested 
information from said plurality of categories of requested information, s^iid one 
category of requested information selected responsive to a selection of one of 
said plurality of tabs by said customer through said customer client [0018]. 

The mofivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Shields would 
be to allow a quick and easy access to the desired information. 

Claim 11. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 1 1 except wherein said plurality of tabs are 
displayed in a plurality of rows, each row of said plurality of rows containing at 
least two tabs of said plurality of tabs [0020]. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/647,1 71 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3625 

Claim 12. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 12 except that each category of said plurality 
of categories of requested information includes at least one field and said first 
sender is further configured to generate a notification to said customer when said 
customer selects a new category of requested infonnation and a value In a field 
of a previously selected category of requested infomriation fails to meet a 
predetermined condition. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including each category of said plurality of categories of requested information 
includes at least one field and said first server is further configured to generate a 
notification to said customer when said customer selects a new category of 
requested infomriation and a value in a field of a previously selected category of 
requested infomriation fails to meet a predetemriined condition [01 15]. 

The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Shields would 
be to provide information that could be helpful for resubmitting the requisition 
thereby saving the user a considerable time [01 15]. 

Claim 13. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 13 except each category of said plurality of 
categories of requested information Includes at least one field and said first 
server is further configured to generate a first value for a first field responsive to 
receipt of a second value for a second field from said customer client. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including each category of said plurality of categories of requested information 
includes at least one field and said first server is further configured to generate a 
first value for a first field responsive to receipt of a second value for a second 
field from said customer client [01 15]. 
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The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Shields would 
be to provide infonnation that could be helpful for resubmitting the requisition 
thereby saving the user a considerable time [01 15]. 

Claim 14. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 14 except said first field and said second field 
are both in a single category of requested information among said plurality of 
categories of requested infomnation. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including said first field and said second field are both in a single category of 
requested infomriation among said plurality of categories of requested infomiation 
[0113]. 

The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Shields would 
be to provide infomiation that could be helpful for resubmitting the requisition 
thereby saving the user a considerable time [01 15]. 

Claim 15. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 15 except said first field and said second field 
are in different categories of requested information among said plurality of 
categories of requested information. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including said first field and said second field are in different categories of 
requested infomriation among said plurality of categories of requested information 
(Fig.2, Fig. 4). 

The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Shields would 
be to provide information that could be helpful for resubmitting the requisition 
thereby saving the user a considerable time [01 15]. 

Claim 16. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 16 except at least one category of said 
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plurality of categories of requested Information includes at least one field and 
said at least one field includes a menu offering a plurality of possible values for 
said at least one field. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including at least one category of said plurality of categories of requested 
information includes at least one field and said at least one field includes a menu 
offering a plurality of possible values for said at least one field (Fig. 3 (26)). 

The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Shileds would 
be to provide a user an easy and quick way to enter values. 

Claim 26. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 26 except said firet server is further configured 
to transmit an approval notification to said customer upon review of said first 
completed application by an approval agent of said manufacturer. 

Shields teaches a system for managing workload of procurement buyers 
including first server is further configured to transmit an approval notification to 
said customer upon review of said first completed application by an approval 
agent of said manufacturer [0054]. 

Claims 17, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams 
teachings, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Muratori et ai. 
(hereinafter IVIuratori) (US 2004/0095398). 

Claim 17. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 17 except said application interface includes 
an indicator indicating, simultaneously for each of said plurality of categories of 
requested infomriation. whether said first server has received all requested 
information in said category of requested information. 
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Muratori teaches a graphical user interface including application interface 
includes an indicator indicating, simultaneously for each of said plurality of 
categories of requested infonnation, whether said first server has received all 
requested infonnation in said category of requested information [0044]. 

Claim 18. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 18 except said indicator displays one of two 
colors for each of said plurality of categories of requested infonnation. 

Muratori teaches a graphical user interface including said indicator 
displays one of two colors for each of said plurality of categories of requested 
information [0044]. 

Claim 19. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 19 except said indicator includes a plurality of 
members conresponding to said plurality of tabs, said plurality of members 
ordered in the same manner as said plurality of tabs. 

Muratori teaches a graphical user interface including indicator includes a 
plurality of members corresponding to said plurality of tabs, said plurality of 
members ordered in the same manner as said plurality of tabs [0044]. 

Claims 21-25, 31-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams 
teachings, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Olson et al. 
(hereinafter Olson) (US 2003/0004825). 

Claim 21. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 21 except said first server is further configured 
to transmit to said customer client, responsive to a request received from said 
customer client, an electronic link to a prior application of said customer. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including first server is further configured to transmit to said customer client. 
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responsive to a request received from said customer client, an electronic link to a 
prior application of said customer [0080]. 

Claim 22. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 22 except said prior application comprises a 
second completed application. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said prior application comprises a second completed application [0070]. 

Claim 23. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 23 except said prior application comprises an 
incomplete application. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said prior application comprises an incomplete application [0067]. 

Claim 24. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 24 except said first server is further configured, 
responsive to a request received from said customer client, to create a new 
application by copying said prior application. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said first server is further configured, responsive to a request received 
from said customer client, to create a new application by copying said prior 
application [0070]. 

The motivation to combine Utsugi, Reichwein, Williams and Olson would 
be to eliminate the time required to enter the information over again [0070]. 

Claim 25. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 25 except said first server is further configured 
to transmit to said customer client, responsive to a request received from said 
customer client, electronic links to prior applications of said customer and to 
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order said electronic links in accordance with one of a plurality of criteria selected 
by said customer through said customer client. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said first server is further configured to transmit to said customer client, 
responsive to a request received from said customer client, electronic links to 
prior applications of said customer and to order said electronic links in 
accordance with one of a plurality of criteria selected by said customer through 
said customer client [0080]. 

Claim 31. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 31 except said application notification includes 
an electronic link to said first completed application. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said application notification includes an electronic link to said first 
completed application [0080]. 

Claim 32. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 32 except said first server is further configured 
to transmit to said manufacturer client first and second electronic links to said first 
completed application and a second completed application, respectively, each of 
said first and second completed applications associated with an approval agent. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said first server is further configured to transmit to said manufacturer 
client first and second electronic links to said first completed application and a 
second completed application, respectively, each of said first and second 
completed applications associated with an approval agent [0080]. 

Claim 33. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 33 except said first server is further configured 
to order said first and second electronic links in accordance with one of a plurality 
of criteria selected by said approval agent through said manufacturer client. 
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Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said first server is further configured to order said first and second 
electronic links in accordance with one of a plurality of criteria selected by said 
approval agent through said manufacturer client [0080]. 

Claim 27, 28, 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Utsugl, Relchwein, Williams and 
Shields teachings, as applied to claim 26 above, and further In view of 
Olson. 

Claim 27. The combination of Utsugi, Relchwein, Williams and Shields 
teachings teaches all the limitations of claim 27 except said approval notification 
includes an electronic link to said first completed application. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said approval notification includes an electronic link to said first 
completed application [0080]. 

Claim 28. The combination of Utsugi, Relchwein, Williams and Shields 
teachings teaches all the limitations of claim 28 except said first server is further 
configured to transmit to said customer client, responsive to a request received 
from said customer client, electronic links to a subset of prior applications of said 
customer, said subset created responsive to search data provided by said 
customer. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
including said first server is further configured to transmit to said customer client, 
responsive to a request received from said customer client, electronic links to a 
subset of prior applications of said customer, said subset created responsive to 
search data provided by said customer [0080]. 

Claim 30. The combination of Utsugi, Relchwein, Williams and Shields 
teachings teaches all the limitations of claim 30 except said first server transmits 
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an application notification to said manufacturer client upon receipt of said first 
completed application. 

Olson teaches a system for processing requests for parts and material 
Including said first server transmits an application notification to said 
manufacturer client upon receipt of said first completed application [0080]. 

Claim 5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams 
teachings, as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Brickell et ai. 
(hereinafter Brickell) (US 2003/0115142). 

Claim 5. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 5 except said data structure associates said 
application with said approval agent based on an identity of said customer. 

Brickell teaches identity authentication portfolio system wherein said data 
structure associates said application with said approval agent based on an 
identity of said customer [0035]. 

Claim 8. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 8 except said first server is further configured 
to authenticate first and second fomns of identification for said customer received 
from said customer client and that said first fonn of identification corresponds to 
said second form of identification. 

Brickell teaches identity authentication portfolio system wherein said first 
server is further configured to authenticate first and second fomis of identification 
for said customer received from said customer client and that said first form of 
identification corresponds to said second form of identification [0035]. 

Claim 9. The combination of Utsugi, Reichwein and Williams teachings 
teaches all the limitations of claim 9 except said first server is further configured 
to transmit said second fonn of identification corresponding to said first fomi of 
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identification to a predetermined location designated by said customer upon 
receipt of said first form of identification from said customer througfi said 
customer client. 

Brickell teaches identity authentication portfolio system wherein said first 
server is further configured to transmit said second fomn of identification 
corresponding to said first fomn of identification to a predetermined location 
designated by said customer upon receipt of said first form of identification from 
said customer through said customer client [0035]. 
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